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Mk LMIGHTY-GOD, the 


. and Lord of Heaven and 
arth, the great Governor and 
ge of the Univerſe, hath in 
te I&Goodneſs to his Creature 


be ſer Da an boly Reft from Won LDIT 
mY * _ ad 158 That Man, whom 
has With a reaſonable, immor- 
Son bie of the. Knowledge, Love 
6 1 of- his moſt. e Ma- 
* bald — 7 in the public Ho- 
nnd detigh tful Worſhip of his infinitely 
Bale tians ; and by ſober Thought, 
Study of his bleſſed Word, 
wot wy what his Duty and Happineſs 
his Mind fitted and prepared 


bal Service and Pleaſures of an 
. everlaſting State, as well as his 
a refreſhed by a ſeaſonable Ceſſation | 


— 


En the common Labours of Life. 779 Wye 


d 
of the Gov of . In" opt iv 
ſtitution of the Lord*s-day, it is certain, 
that thoſe who yrOFANE it hy worldly Bu- 
7 and the Negle# of the Worſhip of 


- heinous and dreadfu] Degrees of Guilt; and 
may juſtly be ranked among the Chief of 
Sinners in the ſinful Land of Great Britain. 


” — Permit; me, therefare, from a tender. 


Senſe of the great Evil and pernicious 
Effects of your Behaviour, and a kind and 
diſin Trede Concern for your Hap 5 
to deſire your ſerious Attention to a Faith- 
ful Repreſentation of your Gailt, in 


Grace of Gop) to change your Conduct. 


Nature. | 


OUR rebel Gene 's holy Day by 
. — Buſineſs, and the Neglect of 
his public Worſhip, is 4 Sin againſt the 
cleur Light and Law of Nature. Common 
| Reaſon ſhews, that the great and infinitely 
bleſſed Gop, and Saviour of Men, ſhould 
be publicly adored and worſhipped ; and that 
ſome convenient Time ſhould be ſet apart to 
read and hear his moſt holy Word—To 
ſhew forth his moſt worthy Praiſe—To ren- 
der Thanks for the great Benefits which we 
are — recciving from his Hands— 
| : As 


8. 


by . 


Almighty God, muſt be chargeable with 


that thereby you will be induced (by the 5 


| 5 It is againſt the Light and Law of 
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As welt as to aſe, from his merciful Good- 
neſs, thoſe Things which are requiſite and 
neceſſury for you The Light of Nature 
taught the very Heatbens to pay public 
| Worſhipand Homage to their Gods. They 
; ented their Altars, kept their Feſti- 
vals, and obſerved the appointed Days and 
Seaſons for honouring them: So that your 
q Irreligion and Profaneneſs is ſhamed. and 
reproached by the Pagan World; and Greeks, 
Barbarians, and other Heathen Idolaters, f 
will riſe up in Judgment againſt you in the 
Great Day, and condemn you for being 
oe Contenners of God than they. 


AI. Tt 15 againſt the expreſs Command of 
God in his Word. 


O Sin in direct Oppefftion to the 
poſitive and expreſs Command of God. 
You cannot be ignorant that Gop hath faid, 
Remember 'the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 
| Six Days Halt thou 4 and do all thy 
ort; but the Seventh Day is the Sabbath of 
tbe Lord thy God, in it "As ſbalt do no 
Manner of Work ;, thou, nor thy Son, &c. 
Exod. xx. 8—11. And ſo ſtrictly did the 
Anfinite Wiſdom of God ſee fit to inforce 
'this Command, that Death was the Penalty 
preſcribed to the Offenders againſt it. 27 
Pall keep the Sabbath, for it is holy unto vou: 
Whoſerner foall do any Work therein, that 


Soul bull be cut off from amongſt bis * 3 


_ 


(4) 

de a furely be put to death. Exod, xxx. 
14—18. And accordingly we. find this 
- Puniſhment. inflifed on a preſumptuous 
Tranſgreſſor, Num. xv. 32—36, Now, tho 
the /everity of this Precept is mitigated un- 
der the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, yet certainly 
the Duty remains, and Gop will not hold 
them guiltleſs, who obſtinately offend a- 
gainſt it. And the due Attendance on 
public Worſhip is joined with the ſame Pre- 
cept, under the ſame Authority. 27 ſhall 
beep my Sabbaths, and reverence my Sanctuary. 
„„ 3 Lord. Lev. xix. 30. So that in 
133 en the Lord's - day, and neglecting 
Gop*'s Worſhip, you bid Defiance to the 
eleareſt Light of Reaſon, and vale. the Plaine 

Commands of G. 


. . „ ̃ ͤꝓP Js; hit. . A. 


III. * is afting in Oppoſition. to the 
- vc greateſt human Autbority. 


OUR Guilt herein is yet more ag- 
rayated, by acting in Oppeſtrion to 
the Laws of the Kingdom, under which you 
live. You are Contemners of thoſe iſe 
Laws made by the King, Lords and Com- 
mons, for the Regulation of Human So- 
ciety; and to Res, as a faithful Subject, 
you ought. to be obedient, not only trom 
civil Reſpects, but in Conſcience towards 
Gop, who commands all Men to be ſubject 
zo the higher Powers, Rom. xiii. 1. and to 


fa Cod, and honour the King, I Pet. ii. 'S 7. 
{ 0 
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80 chat in profaning the Lord's- day 


oppoſe and contemn eos Wh big belt e 9 
Gop and Man. That you may ſee more 
of the Euil of your Practice under this Head, 

I ſhall lay before you a Clauſe of an Act of 
Parliament for the better Objervation and 


| keeping boly the Lord's-day. ** Be it enacted, 
by the King's moſt excellent Maj jeſty, - 


„with the Advice of the Lords Spain 


and Temporal, &c. That all the Laws 


« enacted and in force concerning the Ob- 
<« ſervation of the Lord's- day, and repair- 
66 ing to Church thereon, be carefully put 
« in Execution; and that all and _ 


| 55. Perſon and Perſons whatſoever ſhall, 


« every Lord's-day, apply themſelves to the 
* Obſervation of the ſame, by exerciſing 


* themſelves thereon in the Duties of Piety | 


e and true Religion, publickly and pri- 


vately; and that no Tradeſman, Artificer, - ' 
„ Workman, Labourer, or. other Perſon © 
©. whatſoever, ſpall do or exerciſe any worldly 
Labour, Buſineſs, or Work of their ordi- 
„ nary Callings, upon the Lord s. day, or any 
„ Part thereof (Works of Neceſſity and Cha- 
©« rity only excepted) &c.” 
the Commiſſion of this Evil, you ſee that 
you offend againſt the common Light of 


So that in 


Nature, the expreſs Commands of God, and 


the higheſt Human Authority ; which is 1 
= A 1 of your Guilt. 


"I 


| „ © 
IV. IL is practical Atheiſm., and great 
VVV 
VO are chargeable herein with practical 
1 Atheiſm and Infidelity. Is not the 


Language of your Actions (which are ex- 
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preſſive of the Diſpoſitions of your Heart) 
like that of thoſe miſerable Sinners of Old, 
which ſaid unto Gop, Depart from us, for 
due defire not the Knowledge of thy Ways - 
What is the Almighty, that we ſhould. ſerve 
 bim? And what Profit ſhould we have, if we 
pray, unto him? Job. xxi. 14. Can there 
"be a greater Evidence that your Soul is 
alienated from the Life and Love of Gop; 
and thatit reſembles thoſe evil Spirits, who 

have revolted from Gop, and loft their 
Happineſs in him ! Inaſmuch as you have 
no Delight in his blefſed Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, . but prefer the poor Concerns of this 
World before your Duty and Happineſs in 
him. Since this is the State of your Mind, 
What other Sentence can you expect from 
him at Death and Judgment, but that of 

Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis Angels ? 
Matt. xxv. 41. Alas, without a great and 
thorough Change of Heart, you are no more 


fit far the State and Work of Gop's Hea- 


. venly Kingdom, than a Brute is fit to enjoy 
the Society of Men! N 
And then, Can you be a Subjet? of the 

great and bleſſed * of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who turn away your 


= 


BY 69:1 
7 © Ears from Declarations of his wonderful 
Mercy, and employ no Time in ſerious think- 
„ing on his glorious Perſon, and adorable 
al. Goodneſs ? Is not this to trample on his 
1 precious Blood and Sacrifice; and to de- 
„pie his admirable Grace? —— Is not the 
Redemption of Chriſt Jeſus deſigned to re- 
l ſtore us to the Love and Enjoyment of 
Gop, from whom we have fallen by Sin; 
and to fave us from the Prevalence, as well 
as the Condemnation of our Iniquities ? 
How then can you call him Lord and Sa- 
viour, who follow your own Luſts in Oppo- 
fition to his ſacred Will, and are Strangers 
do his ſaving Power upon your own Hearts? 
While this is your State, it is certain, that 
whatever he is to others, his Redemption and 
Salvation has not reached you. 


s V. i is big with the Guilt of ny other 


S 


IS evil Conduct involves i in it the 
4 Guilt of moſt of your other Sins, as 
5 as the Loſs of your own precious and 
immortal Soul. Conſider a little, that by 
thus profaning the Day of Gop, and indulg- 
ing a worldly, covetous Temper, your Heart 
grows more hardened from the Fear of Gov. 
Your Affections more indifferent to his 
Love and bleſſed Service 
R grows /eſs tender; and evil Tempers and 
Practices more and more prevail over you. 
Lou are more involved i in * ul Jgnorance 


„ 


Conſcience © 


(8) 
of the great 'Gop, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
whom to know is eternal Life) and what you 

Are to believe and do, in order to your Sal- 

_ vation : So that you are ſiaking info Inf - 

_ delity, and Odftinacy of Heart And what 
greater 'Cur/e can there be from the eternal 
Gon, than that he ſhould take his Hor v 

SPIRIT from you, and leave you to your 

on Blindneſs and Herdneſs of Heart, until 

you fink into endleſs Miſery and De- 
ſtruction ? 


VI. Ir is — The Sabbath-breaker 
14 Corrupter of others. 


HIS Sin not only concerns yourſelf, 
1 but you thereby infe# the Age and 
Place in which you live, and are anſwerable 
to Gop for other*s Sins, as well as your 
own-—— How much have you done towards 
the National Profanentſs, and Corruption of 
Mamers, which is ſo viſible among us, and 
Bas had ſo bad Effects in procuring our Na- 
tional Calamities? Your Children and Ser- 
wants think that they may violate the ſacred 
Day of Gop by Kuthority, becauſe their 
Superiors do Your Nei are ex- 
cited, by your Example, to eommit the 
| Jame Iniquity; and a Number of Sinners 
help to keep each other in Countenance — 
And thoſe of your own Calling near you, 
who are diſpoſed to ſerve Gop according to i 
his Will, and ſeek their own Salvation, 
are tempted to do the Jams, þ leſt you ſhould 
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| have done all, are you not ſu 


4 oh all Ferls OE Ys 
deprive them. of their > OI 80 chat 

whether you deſign'd it or not, your Ex- 
ample and Influence has had the Effect of a 
ſpreading Leproſy, or Plague; and others will 


riſe up in Judgment againſt you in the Great 
Day, as the Defroyer of their Souls. 


VII. IL is the Fruit of a Criminal Diftruft | 
/ God's Word and Providence. 


T HIS Sin is produced by a guilty Dif- 


. truſt of Coe holy Word and Provi- 
dence. Did you believe what Gop hath ſaid 
in his holy Word (who is infinitely too Great 


and Good to deceive his Creatures, or ſuffer 


them in the End to be Zoſers by their Duty 
to him) that thoſe who ruſt in the Lord, and 
do Good, fball dwell in the Land ; and verily 

they hall be fed. Pf. xxxvii. 3. That if 


you ſeek firſt (or principally) the Kingdom of 


God, and his Righteouſneſs, all other Things 
ſhall be added unto you. Mat. vi. 33. That 
the Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe (and up- 

on the Gains) of the Wicked ; but be bleſſeth 
the ' Habitation sf the Juſt. Prov. iti. 33. 1 
ſay, did you really believe theſe, and many 


ſuch Declarations of Gop's ſacred Word, 


the Zfe# would be viſible in your different 


Conduct. You would then hallow his holy 


Day, and reverence his San#uary, in the 
peaceful Hope of his Blefling upon your 
common Labours and —_ And when you 

jet to God juſt 


and wie Providence, who continually pre- 


nents to attend you in the Week, than ten MM... 


(10 TY | 
fides over very On that he has made? gn 


Eule xii. 24. how foon can he rf. i. 
rate all your ſinful Endeavours after Gain ? * 
Ne can cauſe more Loſſes and Diſappoint. 


Times the Value of what you have gaimed by rt 
breaking his LA] WS He can vith-hold 
Wiſdom from your Heads, and Succeſs from 
dur Hands, in the Callings and Labours of II 
Life He can conſume your Subſtance by 
Fre Leave you to the mercileſs Oppreſion 
and Injuſtice of othets Or lay you upon a 
Bed of Languiſhing, and diſenable you by 
painful and pining Sickneſs, from ſeeking the 
-Bread of your:Lives — How often does he 
fend a —— Blaſt upon theſe ungodly Gains, 
while he gives a 25 Ble to tlie ſincere 
and conſcientious Obſerver of his holy Day 
and Worſhip? So that thouſands can ſay, 
what the ole and good Lord Chief Juſtice 
Halks relates, concerning himſelf, I have 
* found by ſtrict and diligent Notice, that 
* a due Repard to the Lotrd's-day hath ever 
“& joined to it a Bleſſing upon the ref of my 
Time; and the Week fo begun, hath. 
„ been bleſſed and proſperous to me. And 
on the other Side, when I have been neg- 
<<. ligeht in the Duties of this Day, the reſt 
„of the Week hath been unſucceſsful and 
% unbappy. I ſay not this lightly and incon- 
4 fiderately, but upon long and ſound Ob- 
* — and Experience.“ So he. — Thus 
While god Men rejoice in the viſible Effects 
of Gos 9 upon them, rebellious 


Snners groan under Aae vil Fudgments 5 
upon them, tho? they do not always attend to 


the Cauſe of them. Pf cvii. 10-18. 1 Car. x. 30. E 
And now, Sir, What ſhall I ſay more? N 


re fairly warned of your Sin and Danger. 
The Bleſſing and the Curſe is this Day ſet be- 
fore you. Have you not been convinced, that 
it is your Duty to keep Holy the Lord's-day ? 


That you ought to worſhip, before him, and 


praiſe his Name. O then turn unto the Lord 


jour Gop in Sincerity and Truth: Reverence _ 


and love his Sabbath, his Word, truſt his 
Providence, and: feek. his. Mercy thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt with all your Hearts, and the Bleſſing 
vill be yours But if you will yet go on and 
in pre / umptuouſly ee the Lord, the Curſe 
will be your Portion: You muſt expect to be 
cut-off with peculiar Vengeance in your Sins, 
33 a Deſpiſer of Cod; a Contemner of his Son; 
an Oppoſer of his Authority ; ; a Corrupter of -. 
thers ; and a Deſtroyer of your own Souls, Read 
with peculiar Attention thoſe awful Words of 
the living Gop, The Scul that doth ought pre- 
ſumptuouſly, tbe ſame reproacheth the Lord; 
end that Soul ſhall be cut off from among his 
People. Num. xv. 30. Repent therefore of 
tby Wickedneſs, thou who haſt been guilty 
herein, and pray God that thine Iniquities may 
be forgiven thee --— Calling upon the Name of - 
the Lord Feſus Chrift for Mercy and Salvation 
bam God hath exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, #0 give Repentance unto. Men, and the 
Remiſſion of their Sins---- And beg earneſtly of 
God to give you @ new Heart, and a new Spi- 


OY that you may be 45010 to > bis Bee Service 
bee and fitted: for bis glorious: Ninum ie. 
Act iii. 19. ch. v. 3 * ch. vüi. 22,23. * Eck. 

XVI. 26, 37. And while the Inipreffion i: | 
freſhi upon your Mind, retire ta ſome ſeeret 
Place, Td moſt ſeriouſly: offer up to Gop, in 
the Name of che Lord Jeſus Chriſt the follow- 
e Prayer. 1215 * 
7 oft great At moſs biet and 

e holy Lord Gop, whom all the by Re of 
Heaven adore and worſhip ;-but- 1 à vile 
Sinner of the Earth have *efaſed to do it, 
and thereby have deſerved thy Curſe for 
ever to be my Portion. 750 paſs not 
«that bitter Zentence upon me for Jeſu's 

ae! May my Heart be touched with 

Godly Sorrow for my Sins, and by the 


HF 3 of HE Holy 26 irit,. be 
es! 6 | by O Se From 2 g 


3 ſpifer of thy — Day and Worſhip, 
May become a ſerious Obſerver of beck. 
* Enable me, O Father of Mercies, with Con- 
e idence, to truſt in thy good e in 
« the Way of my Duty; and preſerv 
by thy Grace from returning to my evil 
Ways again. Inſtead of fixing me ag 2 
| "00s in eternal Horrors to: the Glory of 

_ « thy. Juſtice; make me a Monument of f thy 

WM =Y 4570 to. the Glory of the infinite 


Merits 

and ;gracious Interceſſion of- thy dear Son 

and dur Lord 2 SE hemp: Chtiſt.“ 
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